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spiritual 
sounds

The Sojourners

“Sweet and soulful stuff, indeed.” 
Exclaim.ca 

“There is a lot to love in their music.” 
Phoenix Blues Society 

“We dig it and you will too.” 
Midwest Records

“It’s what joy sounds like.” 
Bluesrag
“Bringing back Gospel with grit.” 
Cashbox 
“Collectively magnificent.” 
Blogcritics.org



Biography

The formative years that Marcus Mosely, Will Sanders 
and Khari McClelland spent singing in the churches of 
their hometowns – Ralls, Texas; Alexandria, Louisiana 
and Detroit, Michigan respectively – give The Sojourners’ 
sound an authentic edge that only comes with 
experience. This is real gospel — blessed with a soul 
that can’t be faked.

Hot on the tail of their session backing up Jim Byrnes on 
his ‘House of Refuge’ CD, the Sojourners went into the 
studio with roots music whiz Steve Dawson in 2007 to 
record Hold On, their first solo album. Two years later, 
they took all they had learned in between and returned to 
record a CD simply entitled The Sojourners.

This is not music that strives to be polite. In The 
Sojourners’ universe, echoes of doo wop, R&B, country 
and blues weave together to create a unique sound that 
has all but vanished from today’s world.

This is gospel music that can take a punch and remain 
standing. Singing praise music with their own special 
‘stank’, the Vancouver based Sojourners sound just as at 
home in a road house bar as they do in a revival tent.

Highlights of the group’s time together include a definitive 
show with the Dixie Hummingbirds, opening spots with 
Jim Byrnes at the Vancouver Jazz Festival for both Dr. 
John and the Blind Boys of Alabama and featured stages 
at most of the major Canadian folk and roots festivals. 

‘Eyes on the Prize’ from Hold On was selected for 
inclusion in Let Freedom Sing, a Time-Life compilation 
box set celebrating the music of the American civil rights 
era. The Sojourners were also pleased to participate 
in both the CD and DVD of the award-winning Things 
About Coming My Way: A Tribute to the Music of the 
Mississippi Sheiks.

They receive a steady stream of invitations to contribute 
to the recordings and live performances of a diverse 
range of artists, spanning several genres, from the outer 
reaches of jazz to beat box / street poetry. Marcus and 
Will became Canadian citizens in the summer of 2008 
and the group was invited to perform on Parliament Hill 
on Canada Day, where they sang the national anthem.

The New Release: Sing and Never Get Tired

“The Sojourners new album is just plain good listening. 
But more importantly it shouts for social justice by 
reinforcing those inseparable links between the early 
spirituals, gospel, and activist folk music which all arise 
from hope, faith and courage in the face of adversity.  
Listen and you shall be released.” - Marc Lindy, 
Gospel Train, CFRO 100.5 Vancouver BC.

Sometimes, faith is the only thing that can carry us from 
darkness to light, and often music is what illuminates 
us on that journey. It’s during those times that you want 
to call on The Sojourners. 

The celebrated Canadian gospel trio’s third album, 
Sing and Never Get Tired produced by Paul Pigat (of 
Cousin Harley fame) offers new hope for people living 
in desperate times. With its twelve new songs of faith, 
struggle and the promise of redemption, the music on 
Sing And Never Get Tired has the power to soothe 
the hurts brought by modern life. With a more raw 
and bluesy edge than they’ve ever shown us before, 
singers Marcus Mosely, Will Sanders and newcomer 
Khari McClelland prove that there’s still no kind of 
music that’s more stirring, uplifting and inspiring than 
gospel music when it’s done right.  

There are lots of sugary, squeaky-clean gospel songs 
out there for people to listen to, but that’s not what 
you come for when you decide to spend time with The 
Sojourners.  They don’t sing about some removed 
perfect place or any distant plains of glory.  Their music 
expresses the old adage that God does his best work 
on the streets and not in the houses of power or the 
mansions of the rich. According to Mosely, “This album 
is grittier and has more of an edge than anything we’ve 
done before. These new songs have a groove to them.  
We’re doing dance music, and if you come to see us, 
you should come ready to have a good time.”

Most importantly, Sing and Never Get Tired explores 
the roots of the connection between gospel and social 
action by dipping into the deep well of American roots 
music to revisit classic songs associated with The 
Staple Singers, The Dixie Hummingbirds, Rosetta 
Tharpe and Nina Simone. It’s a record that recalls 
the sixties in both its sound and its subject matter.  It 
records a journey and offers hope of change.  

Sing and Never Get Tired is an album for our times 
where the rich still get richer and the poor still get 
poorer.  More than anything else, it’s an album of hope 
that reminds us that no matter how many times we get 
cheated, lied to and knocked down, faith can move 
mountains and music can give us the strength to get 
up, dust ourselves off and try all over again.



Media Reaction

The Sojourners
(2010)

“Grabbing you from the first moment of the soaring title 
track with pitch-perfect harmonies, (with) vocals that 
shine like church stained glass. 
— NOW Magazine

“Each singer has a fantastic voice in his own right and 
they all combine to make a powerful, pleasing sound.” 
— Sceneandheard.ca

“Rich and textured voices that harmonize along a rolling 
sea of sound waves; They take you on a gentle walk 
down the back alleys and pathways of the soul and have 
you cathartically ending up on the other side.” 
— AnEVibe.com

Whatever your spiritual inclinations, this is a gem. From 
‘Eyes to the Prize’ to ‘Father Along’, it’s soul-stirring stuff. 
Rating: A.”  
— The Province

“Project producer Dawson wisely employs minimal 
accompaniment, with himself on various guitars and 
ukulele, Keith Lowe on double bass and Geoff Hicks on 
drums, as he strives to recover that “old school” spirited 
sound of seminal sanctified groups such as the Soul 
Stirrers and the Swan Silvertones.” 
— Sing Out!

“Introduced backing Jim Byrnes’ wonderful, Juno-winning 
2006 recording House of Refuge, this Vancouver-based 
gospel trio’s debut is an old school gem. (They) produce 
soulful harmonic and rhythmic textures carved from a 
sanctified repertoire of gospel, folk, and soul classics.”  
— The Times-Colonist.

“The ultimate weapon here is the high harmony singing, 
and The Sojourners are as brilliant as any of their 
Southern kin.”  
—  Telegraph Journal

“The Sojourners are preserving the jubilee-style of 
quartet singing that was once the most popular form of 
gospel music. And doing a marvelous job of it, I must 
say.” Three out of Four Stars.”  
—  The Black Gospel Blog

Hold On
(2007)

“Our boys have recorded a slide-guitar-soaked 11-track 
Hammond B-3 organ-driven throwback to the old-time 
jubilation-style gospel vocals of the Blind Boys Of 
Alabama. By God, this is a great album.”
— The Ottawa Express

“The Sojourners confirms music lightning can strike twice 
in the same place.”  — The Record.com

“One of the tracks on this set is entitled “It’s Hard To 
Stumble (When You’re On Your Knees)” – well, the 
Sojourners don’t stumble once on this wonderful set and, 
I can only say that I am on my knees praising it”.
—  The Black Gospel Blog 

“Inserting secular covers signify that this is Gospel 
music with many a nod to roots musics of all kinds. It’s a 
slippery line to walk and as the Sojourners seems to be 
the only ones strutting it, God bless ‘em for bringing back 
Gospel with grit.” 
—  Cashbox

“It’s the trio’s outstanding vocal blend, which achieves 
an uncanny balance between passion and polish, that 
makes it such a winner.”  
—  Living Blues

“It’s not like anything you’re likely to encounter on the 
modern gospel circuit, or, for that matter, in any other 
gospel era. Even Mahalia Jackson, staunch traditionalist 
though she was, would likely welcome the Sojourners’ 
inventive approach to the Word.”  
— Bluegrass Special

Whatever your spiritual inclinations, this is a gem. It’s 
soul-stirring stuff. Rating: A. 
 — The Province

“The Sojourners draw on influences from the gospel, 
soul, blues, r&b and country traditions, throw them in 
their own melting pot, and emerge with a unique sound. 
This music grew on me every time I played it.” 
— Blues & Rhythm

“We dig it and you will too.”  
—  Midwest Records



Hold On 
2007 — Black Hen Music

Nominee: 
Western Canadian Music 
Award (Outstanding Roots 
Recording)

Discography

The Sojourners 
2010 — Black Hen Music

Winner:  
Western Canadian Music 
Award (Gospel Album) 
Nominee: 
Juno Award (Blues Album)

www.thesojourners.ca

Jim Byrnes 
I Hear The Wind in the Wires (Black Hen Music)  
My Walking Stick (Black Hen Music) 
House of Refuge (Black Hen Music) 
Juno Award Winner

Rich Hope 
Whip It On Ya (Sandbag Records) 

Jill Barber 
Chances (Outside Music)

Old Man Luedecke 
Proof of Love (Black Hen Music)

C.R. Avery 
Fuse (CBC Radio Two show)

Other Artists’ Recordings 

Things About Comin’ My Way:  
A Tribute to the Music of the  
Mississippi Sheiks 
(Black Hen Music) 

Various Artists’ Recordings 

Contact

We acknowledge the financial support of  
the Government of British Columbia

Management and Publicity 
Kathy Campbell - Pooka Print 
Tel: 604.732.6071 
Email: kathy@pooka.ca

Booking - Canada 
Todd Jordan - Paquin Entertainment 
Tel: 204.988.1133 
Email: todd@paquinentertainment.com

Booking - Europe 
Lisa Whytock - Active Events 
Tel: +44 (0)141.337.2062 
Email: lisa@activeevents.org.uk

Label 
Little Pig Records 
Tel: 604.732.6071 
Email: kathy@littlepigrecords.com

Sing and Never  
Get Tired 
2013 — LIttle Pig Records

Released: 
October 15th, 2013


